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The time came when the splendid Shah Jahan
fell ill and his sons struggled for the throne. To use
the words of the Sikh chronicler 'In every village
men's minds were as unsettled as a boat in a whirr-
pool.' Aurangzib's forces won and Dara Shukoh
became a fugitive. All villages and towns were
closed against him. In his despair he remembered
the Guru, who had cured him of the illness caused
by the tiger's whiskers. He begged help from Guru
Har Rai. The Guru could not promise him earthly
glory, but he wrote :
*O Prince, thou art the object of God's grace. In
the desire to tread in God's way and to know thyself, thou
hast obtained spiritual empire.
'Aurangzib, who is unmindful of God, may obtain
worldly empire, but .shall suffer without respite in Hell
fire.'
Dara Shukoh and the Guru met on the right bank
of the Bias River. The Guru welcomed warmly the
enlightened and tolerant prince and bade him be of
good cheer and fight on ; but Aurangzib was in hot
pursuit and before Dara Shukoh could raise fresh
armies, he was hunted from place to place and finally
taken through treachery. He was dragged to Delhi
and executed. The storm of the imperial anger
next burst on Guru Har Rai. He was summoned to
Delhi. The Guru refused to go. Aurangzib then
sent him a soothing letter, hoping to entrap him.
The Guru was too wise to trust the bigoted emperor.
He sent his eldest son Ram Rai instead. The
emperor received Ram Rai courteously, but tried
secretly to murder him. He sent Ram Rai poisoned
robes, but the youth wore them without any ill
effects. Aurangzib then had a deep pit dug in front